
                                                                     

NEW STUDENTS’ (AND PARENTS’)  

SURVIVAL GUIDE TO  

KICKEMUIT MIDDLE SCHOOL (KMS) 
(FAQS FOR TRANSITIONING TO KMS) 

  

1.  Q:  What do you do the first day of school? 

  

      A:  Students spend the first couple of days of school in their 

homerooms (HR) to figure out their schedules and learn about the 

school rules. 

 

2. Q: How long is the school day? 

  

     A:  Bus drop off 7:25 AM; Homeroom 7:30 AM; Classes begin 7:35; 

Classes end 2:00 PM. 

 

3. Q: Where do the buses drop off/pick up the students? 

 

     A: The buses drop off the students either in the half circle drive that 

is parallel to Hugh Cole Road or at the front of the building.  The buses 

pick up students in the afternoons either outside the main doors or in 

the half circle, although most bus students are picked up and dropped 

off on the same side of the building.  Note: There are two buses that 

are both #6 that have different routes.  See the following link for the 

routes: https://www.bwrsd.org/Page/212. Transportation request 

forms can be found at: https://www.bwrsd.org/Page/77.  
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Note: Students should be at the bus stop in the morning at least five (5) 

minutes before the scheduled pick up time (the buses cannot wait or 

they will be late!).   It may be wise to arrive 10 minutes earlier than the 

pick up time for the first few days to get an idea of when the bus arrives 

because sometimes it will be even earlier than five (5) minutes before 

the scheduled time. 

 

4.  Q: When do you start receiving assignments?  

  

      A:  It depends on the teacher.  It could be the second or third day of 

school. 

  

5.  Q:  How do you find your way around the school? 

  

      A:  You don’t. At least, not for the first few days to a week, but there 

are big “road signs” showing where the teams are located.  The rooms 

for the core classes are located in the same hallway for each team.  The 

teachers, staff, and other students will also help you find your 

classrooms. 

  

6.  Q:  Are students required to carry their agendas with them all the 

time? 

  

      A:  Yes, unless the student has earned a P.R.I.D.E. card.  See the 

Student Handbook (General Information section). Sometimes the 

teacher will give you a hall pass if you’re going to your locker or a 

bubbler right outside the classroom (depending on the team/teacher). 
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8.  Q:  What is a P.R.I.D.E. card? 

  

      A:  Based off of the “Huskies’ Pledge” (We are Huskies. We are 

Proud, Respectful students. We are Inspired to excel, and Driven to 

succeed. We are Enthusiastic learners. We are Huskies.), a P.R.I.D.E. 

card is a reward for students who demonstrate positive behaviors for a 

quarter of the school year as scored through “Social Expectation” 

grades on the report card.  If you have mostly S4’s with some S3’s (and 

nothing lower), you should earn a P.R.I.D.E. card.  (See P.R.I.D.E. card 

section in the Student Handbook). 

  

9.  Q:  What are “specials” and how long are they? 

  

     A:   Specials are non-core classes such as Art, Music, STEM, 

Computer Science, Library, Spanish, etc. Core classes are Language Arts, 

Math, Science, and Social Studies.  They last for a scheduled period, 

which is 45 minutes to 1 hour, or split up into 30 minute increments if 

you have second lunch during special. Some students are not placed in 

specials at first if they are receiving help for core class issues such as 

grammar in LA. 

  

10.  Q: Where are lockers in relation to the classrooms? 

  

      A:  Lockers for each team are located in the team hallway and yours 

is usually close to the homeroom that you are in. Students may go to 

their lockers either at designated times (so make sure you have your 

homework with you when you go to class!), or when they get back from 
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off team/special, depending on the team. See flyer on how to open a 

combination lock. 

  

11.  Q:  How can I find out what my grades are on my homework, 

classwork, and tests? 

  

       A:  The teachers will post grades on the Aspen portal that you will 

be able to access on your chromebook issued to you.   Your class 

schedule is also found here.  Parents can access the family account via 

the following link:    https://ri-bwrsd.myfollett.com.  Parents can 

request a parent/family account by sending an email to 

portal@bwrsd.org including the parents’ names, the student's name(s), 

student(s) date of birth, and student(s) grade(s). 

Aspen: Log On 

ri-bwrsd.myfollett.com 

Bristol Warren Regional School District. Login ID Password I forgot my password Trouble logging in? 

... Copyright © 2003-2017 Follett School Solutions. 

 

  

12.  Q: What are all of the 

specials? 
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A: STEM, M-STEM, Art, Computer Science, Library Resources, Spanish, 

General Music (Drums/”musical analysis [I don’t know what else to call 

it]” with Mr. Arsenault, Digital Audio Recording with Mrs. Labonte, and 

Guitars with Mr. Brackett), Band with Mr. Brackett (6th, he helps with 

7th and 8th when Mrs. Labonte is out sick, and plays in the Trombone 

and Trumpet sections sometimes) and Mrs. Labonte (7th and 8th grade, 

she helps with 6th when Mr. Brackett is out sick)(this is a selected 

class), and Chorus with Mr. Arsenault (6th, 7th, and 8th grade)(this is 

also a selected class). 

 

13.  Q: Do you get book reports for homework? 

  

        A: It depends on the team and/or teacher. 

  

14. Q: What is the maximum amount of time for a detention?  

  

       A: An hour (see student handbook for elaboration). 

  

15. Q: Are there class punishments? 

  

       A: A phone needs to be in your locker 

For example,teachers will confiscate your 

phone if they see you using it during class. 

  

16. Q: Do teachers give pop quizzes? 

  

       A: It depends on the teacher. So far, I haven’t had pop quizzes, but 

you do get quizzes. 
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17. Q: How many classes do you have? 

  

       A: A total of nine classes throughout the schedule, but eight if you 

count Health and Gym as one class (Wellness). 

  

18. Q: Do you have assemblies? 

  

       A: Yes, there are assemblies at KMS, but not as many as the 

elementary schools have. There is the Beginning of the Year assembly, 

the All Teams assembly, the quarterly P.A.W.S. 

(Puts Forth Best Effort, Acts Responsibly, Makes 

Wise Choices, and Shows Mutual Respect) 

assembly, the occasional guest speakers, the Point 

of View presentation, and possibly an assembly for 

a special occasion or during eighth grade when you 

have an assembly towards the middle of the year 

about selecting high school classes at Mt. Hope High School. 

  

 

19. Q: What games do you play in gym class? 

  

       A: It depends. Usually matt ball, basketball, ultimate ball, walking 

the track if it's warm outside, frisbee, chain tag, and sometimes even 

obstacle courses. 

  

20. Q: Can you use your chromebook to play games after you finish 

your homework? 

  

6 



 

      A: While they may be accessible on the chromebooks, it violates the 

school use policy because the school system intended for students to 

use their chromebooks for schoolwork.  Read the user policy for more 

information on the rules for using the chromebooks. 

  

21. Q: Is there a difference in the makeup of the teams? 

  

       A: No, they may just run their schedules differently. The students 

are evenly distributed, so there is no "inclusive team," "athletic team," 

"smart team," or "quirky/eccentric team" in which to be sorted. 

Kickemuit is not Hogwarts. 

 

22. Q: What should I do if I leave my homework in my locker? 

  

       A: Always ask the teacher if you may get your homework out of 

your locker. They may say no, but it's always worth a shot. Submit the 

work as soon as possible after that class. I personally recommend 

scanning (with your printer if you have a printer with a scanner) and 

emailing your work to your teacher. Heads up: Some teachers don’t 

really like this method, but this is a good way to maintain a record of 

your homework/classwork, just in case you lose it (or if your dog or cat 

eats it). 

  

23. Q: Can I take my backpack to class? 

  

       A: If the class is off-team for the last class or the last two classes, 

definitely. If your last class is on-team, some teachers may allow you to 

take it to class during the last one or two periods, depending if your 

team uses block scheduling. You are  
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not supposed to carry your bag around throughout the day. 

  

24. Q: Can I take a shower after gym? 

  

      A: No, not at school.  

  

25. Q: Do I have to change for gym? 

  

      A: Yes. You change back into your normal clothes as well, unless 

your class is kept a little bit late during last period (if you have gym last 

period). There are privacy curtains, and students may be told to put 

their shoes outside of the changing stall to denote that a specific stall is 

in use. 

  

26.Q: Where do I change for gym? 

  

      A: In the changing stalls and showers stalls (no longer in use) in the 

locker rooms. Most students may change with a partner, and yes, there 

are privacy curtains between the stalls and the showers. 

  

27. Q: What happens if you forget your gym clothes? 

  

       A: You have points taken off for the day and your grade might drop 

a little.  

  

 

28. Q: Do you have homework every day? 
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       A: It depends on the team and/or teacher. Usually, yes. Maybe not 

if it’s a Friday, but you would usually have to complete any unfinished 

classwork over the weekend, again, depending on the team/teacher. 

  

29. Q: Is there recess? 

  

      A: No, and it will be missed. (Let us have a moment of silence for our 

beloved elementary free time where we were able to do almost 

anything.) There is something called "Outdoor Lunch" even though you 

can't bring food outside. You just go outside. You can't run. You can't 

yell. You can't use your phone or your chromebook. You usually can’t 

go back inside unless the monitor says so or if you’re using the 

restroom. But you what you CAN do… is bring a book and escape the 

stress of an upcoming Math, Science, Social Studies, or LA test. You just 

have to block out the all of people talking (or breaking 

the “no yelling” rule) or asking “Hey, what’s that book 

you’re reading?” If it’s raining, snowing, deemed too 

cold, or if it’s during the winter, Outdoor Lunch is 

“closed” or “cancelled.” You can think of this as 

hibernation if you’d like to. 

 

30. Q: What are the different food lines?  

 

         A: Line #1 is specials ("supreme"), Line #2 is pizza, and Line #3 is 

wraps and sandwiches.  Milk comes with the price of the meal; bottled 

water and sodas are extra.  Fruits and vegetables are in every line, and 

students are required to pick at least one. 
 

31. Q: Can I take both band and chorus? 
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A: No, you can’t take both of these classes. Band and chorus are held at 

the same time and general music is held afterward by the same 

teachers. 

 

32. Q: What are the “looping” teams? 

 

       A: Each grade has three (3) teams, and each team has four (4) 

homerooms.  The sixth grade teams are:  All Stars, Transformers, and 

Explorers/Heroes.  The looping teams are the Explorers and the Heroes. 

They are the teams that cover sixth and seventh grade. If you are a 

looping team, you will have the same teachers for your core classes 

throughout your first two years at KMS.  They alternate every year with 

what grade they are teaching. If you are on the Explorers in sixth grade, 

you will be on the Explorers in seventh grade. When the Heroes are a 

sixth grade team, the Explorers are a seventh grade team and vice 

versa.  The other seventh grade teams are Purple Lightning and the 

Olympians.  The eighth grade teams are Team Phoenix (formerly known 

as The A-Team), Dream Team, and Trailblazers. 

 

33.  Q: How many days of week will I have each class? 

 

        A: KMS is on a 6-day rotating calendar.  In sixth seventh and eighth 

grades, classes meet every other day ( Block Schedule).  You may have 

Language Arts (LA) and Social Studies (SS) on one day and Math and 

Science on the alternating day.  Normally, your LA and SS classes will 

meet on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday while Math and Science will 

meet on Tuesday and Thursday one week.  The next week, you will 

have Math and Science Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, and you will 
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have LA and SS on Tuesday and Thursday.  The same thing goes for your 

specials.  

 

34.  Q: Why are my classes different colors on the schedule on Aspen? 

 

        A: This is just to differentiate them on the computer. Core classes 

(LA, SS, Math, and Science) are sorted by different names/titles that 

vary from team to team.  Each team has four separate classes for each 

core class.  Each of your core classes will be called by a different name. 

For example, the A-Team had (surprise) A, B, C, and D, the All Stars 

have S, T, A, and R, and the Trailblazers have North, South, East, and 

West. This helps the students and the teachers tell the difference 

between the four different classes for each subject while (hopefully) 

keeping the thought of school fun with the subjective themes. 

Therefore, it is possible that your best friend may be on the same team, 

but you may be in different classes (or in one or two).  

 

35.  Q: Are there after school activities for the students? 

  

A:  Yes, there are all types of activities including clubs and sports.  Some 

of the activities include Art Club, Drama Club, Dungeons and Dragons, 

Jazz Band, Robotics, Science Olympiad, and the Sustainability Club. 

KMS sports teams include cross-country, soccer, softball, baseball, 

basketball, lacrosse, and track.  Students must maintain at least a C 

average in order to participate.  There are also some activities that may 

meet during school hours such as the School Student Improvement 

Team (SSIT) and Student Government. 
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36. Q: What Is Boost/Advisory? 

 

A: Boost is a class that you will be placed in to either receive help 

with work in a core class that you struggle in or help you make more 

progress in a core class that you excel in. Boost is usually held in the 

teams’ core classrooms (the classroom corresponds with the subject), 

but there are also off-team boost classes. Advisory is a class that is 

generally seen as free-time by most students, unless the teacher gives 

them work to do.  Advisory is held at the same time that your normal 

boost class would take place, but only during one day of the 

six-day-cycle, or two days of the twelve-day-cycle. You may have your 

homeroom teacher, a teacher from one of your specials, or even one of 

your gym teachers. Jokes aside, this class is meant as a time for your 

teachers to give helpful advice on subjects that some people might be 

more sensitive topics to them, such as being bullied. If you are 

experiencing any issues that you find to be too difficult to discuss with 

your teacher during Advisory, you can always talk to your guidance 

counselor (with permission from your teacher) and ask them for help 

with the issue.  

 

I hope you have found this information helpful. Good luck at KMS and 

have fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prepared by Isabelle Sharp (Girl Scout Troop 527) as part of her Girl Scout Silver Award Community Service Project. 
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